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Meeting Minutes – July 10, 2017 

 
 

Members Present     Members Not Present 
Dennis Reidy      Jay Walsh   
Robert Workman     Mark Wendling 
Dino Sanfillippo     Christine Obbagy  
Yaser Elkayyal     
Richard Osty      Staff  Present  
Diane Galante      Patrick Hoban, Economic Development Mgr. 
       Kathy Congreve, Commission Secretary 
     
        
 
Dennis Reidy led the meeting in Chairman Walsh’s absence. Dennis called the July 10, 2017 Economic & 
Commercial Commission meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. Introductions were made, as there were two new 
commissioners in attendance. There was a motion made by Dino Sanfillippo, seconded by Yaser 
Elkayyal, to approve the minutes from the June 12, 2017 ECC meeting; motion carried. There was a 
motion made by Bob Workman, seconded by Dino Sanfillippo, to approve the agenda for tonight’s 
meeting; motion carried. 
 
Economic Development 101 –  
Patrick stated that the goal of this project was to break down a load of information into a half hour crash 
course presentation to educate the public. With that they will learn how we do what we do and make it 
easier to get leads and get more people in the pipeline. There are actually 12 different items and he hopes 
to break those down into another seminar. 
Patrick ran through the Economic Development 101 presentation: 
The 3 infrastructure categories being: Resource Development, Business Development, and Prospect 
Development. 

Resource Development: 
Workforce Development – schools, community colleges, etc. 
Neighborhood Development – quality of place 
Brownfield Development– Tinley Park Mental Health Center 

Business Development: 
Business Retention Expansion – will hire a part-time business retention expansion 
professional* that will visit businesses and interview, ask how we can help, offer 
resources 

  Foreign Direct Investment and Exporting – distribution centers, etc. 
Other ideas: Foreign consulate dinner, FAN tours (familiarization tours), lunch and 
learns, small business development and tech transfer (partnering with Chamber), 
economic gardening, etc. 
Entrepreneur team to boost entrepreneurships and provide funding for start-up capitol 

 Prospect Development 
There’s a lot of good projects; partner with the Chamber to do more ribbon-cuttings, 
ground-breakings, etc. so the projects will appear more in the news and get good 
exposure; brag about the success stories. 
Business Breakfast – annual event gives us a chance to tell our story and recap things that 
have gone on in our area. 



Marketing and Sales – going to conferences with the goal of bringing people and 
businesses to Tinley Park 
Real Estate Development and Reuse Team – tell the public how the ECC helped them get 
there 
Finance – incentives, financial packages 
Deal Making – get businesses through the process 

*Patrick will send out a job description to commissioners asking for recommendations    
Once we have a BRE professional, the ECC will determine the schedule of which we need to prioritize 
which businesses we visit first, etc. 
 
Next, we need to come up with an Economic Development Strategic Plan. There is a Village Strategic 
Plan, but an Economic Strategic Plan would cover how we are addressing each of these. Patrick will send 
Commissioners a copy of the current Village Strategic Plan. 
Dennis Reidy also requested that Patrick send out a copy of the current Long Range Plan, which would be 
helpful to the ECC with PUD’s, zoning, etc. when recommending changes. 
Dennis also recommended that we look at and discuss the current status Mental Health Center property at 
the next meeting and receive copies of the classification of properties. 
Patrick reminded commissioners that the ECC meetings are recorded and therefore discussions have to be 
very vague until things are public ready.  
 
New Business/Old Business – 
Sambor Stone – Patrick asked for a reclassification from a commercial rate to a residential rate for 10 
years. The Economic Development and Marketing Committee wanted us to review it and vote on the 
recommendation. There was a motion made by Dino Sanfillippo, seconded by Bob Workman, to approve 
the classification change; motion carried. 
Surface Shields – Patrick stated that they are asking for a four-year property tax abatement to come to 
Tinley Park. They are also looking at locations in Alsip and Munster. The vote would be to recommend to 
the board the approval of a four-year, fifty percent property tax abatement. There was a motion made by 
Bob Workman, seconded by Dino Sanfillippo, to approve the abatement; motion carried. A discussion 
ensured with Dennis Reidy stating he is concerned since they have never before offered a tax incentive on 
a Will County property. 
 
Staff Report – 
Patrick gave updates on some of the new projects in the works: more breweries, the outlots at 
Woodmans’, 
hotels, and restaurants. He also mentioned that he’s been talking to people interested in doing solar farms 
at the Mental Health Center property. He shared that the State of Illinois has a program, the EDGE Tax 
Credit, which is a tax break that the state gives if you retain jobs; it will be good incentive to keep 
businesses from going to Indiana. 
The commissioners were reminded that the public copies of the Community Development reports are 
shared on the website, on the right hand side under Quick Links. 
 
Trustee Report – There were no Trustees in attendance. 
 
Comments from the Public – none 
 
There was a motion made by Yaser Elkayyal and seconded by Diane Galante, to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote by voice call. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:42 p.m. 


